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Successful Section Meetings at liilwaulee. 


A telegram from Milwaukee reports the meetings of the Corn and Pea 
Sections of the Netional Canners Association very successful. The attendance was 
good, and there wes much interest in the program. Those who have advocated more 


frequent meetings of the Sections express themselves as being well satisfied with 
the results. 


A successful meeting of the Western Canners Association was also 
reported. 


Supreme Court Wage Decision. 


We have requested counsel for the National Canners Association to 


fs give us their opinion on the recent Supreme Court Minimum Wage decision. They 
write us as follows: 


It is our opinion that the recent decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United Stetes in the case of Minimum Wage Board of the District of Columbia 
vs the Childrens Hospital, constitutes a precedent upon which practically every 
minimum wage law previously in force becomes invalid. It is possible, though un- 
likely, that the laws of some of the states may so differ from that of the Dis- 


trict of Columbia thet the court might consider them not within the rule which we 
shall discuss. 


The District of Columbia Law. 


The law provides for e Board of three members which may investigete 
the wages of women; whenever it concludes that wages are unreasonably low in any 
industry the Board is empowered to call e conference for the purpose of determin- 
ing the Minimum Wage. The Conference is purely advisory. After the Conference 
reports the Board may ennounce the minimum wege for that industry--holding public 
hearings if it departs from the Conference report. 


It is made a misdemernor for any employer to pay less than the mini- 
mwage. The Board, however, may issue special licenses to work for less. 


The Court's Decieion and Opinion. 


The court declered this lew invalid because it denied to employer 
And employee freedom of contract without coming within any of the classes of cases 
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in which limitations of that right had been upheld. The court differentiated the 
lew from laws regulating hours of labor, concluding: -- 


"It seems plain that these decisions (upholding laws regulating 
hours of labor) afford no real support for any form of law establishing minimum 
wages." (The underscoring is ours. ) 


The court stated that the legislative standard according to which 
the minimum wages should be fixed was too vague and uncertain for enforcement. 
The standard prescribed in the law is a wage adequate “to supply the nevessary 
cost of living to women workers--**#and to maintain them in health and to protect 
their morals." From the court's discussion it would seem impossible to establish 
any stendard which it would consider capable of enforcement with accuracy even if 
the court should accept the principle of the minimum wage which it seems to reject. 


The following passage is indicative of the court's rejection for a 
wage based upoh the employees need: -- 


“The feature of this statute which, perhaps more than any other, 
puts upon it the stamp of invalidity is thet it exacts from the employer an arbi- 
trary payment for a purpose and upon a basis having no causal connection with his 
business, or the contract or the work the employer engages to do." 


Our opinion as to the sweeping character of this decision is con- 
firmed by statements in the dissenting opinions of Chief Justice Taft and Mr. Jus- 
tice Holmes. The Chief Justice seys: 


“***I assume that the conclusion in this case rests on the distinc- 
tion between a minimum of wages and a maximum of hours in the limiting of freedom 
of contract." 


ur. Justice Holmes says: 


"But the ground on which the law is held to fail is fundamental and, 
therefore, it is unnecessary to consider matters of detail." 


We, therefore, conclude that no minimum wage lew, unless it differed 
very radically from that described above, would be sustained by the Supreme Court. 


What About Canned Foods’ 


Thet is the title of an article by Dr. E. V. McCollum and Nina Simmons 
of the School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns dopkins University, Baltimore, 

in the May issue of McCall's Magazine. Dr. MeCollum is one of the leading physio- 
logical chemists, and, because of his highly perfected knowledge, he was one of 

the three Americans sent to Burope by Mr. Hoover during the War to develop a plan 
of rationing the allied armies. 


The conclusion of the article by Dr. McCollum and Miss Simmons is a 
striking one, and reads as follows: 


"Indeed, canned foods are among the cleanest, safest, and most at- 
tractive foods that enter into our daily di 7 eal 
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The article goes on to sey: 


"Ten or fifteen years ago there was considerable prejudice against 
Even to-day, one hears them spoken of in slighting tones. 


canned foods. 


"At the outset we want to state that canned foods, provided, of 
course, they have been properly treated, as is usually the case, are highly whole- 
some. They have an established place in the American diet. The idea that they 


are necessarily inferior has found no support in modern research by perfected 
methods. 


"Canned fruits and vegetables, as well as canned meats, have been 
so skillfully handled by the modern canner as to preserve the attractiveness of 
appearance, as well as the delicious flavore of select articles as they come from 
the farm. Formerly this was by no means so generally true as it is now. 


*** * "It is a curious fact that whenever anyone becomes ill soon 
after eating, and investigation leads to the conclusion that the person suffers 
from food poisoning, the blame is invariably laid upon the canned food if any has 
been eaten recently. This practice hae been responsible for the suspicions with 
which many still look upon this class of preserved foods. But such accusations 
are almost invariably unjust, for canned foods are among the safest foods which 


we eat. It has been rare indeed that a case of one of these paratyphoid infec- 
tions has been traced to a canned food." 


Dr. Evans Discusses Spinach and Tometoes. 


Dr- W. A. Evans, the well known health specialist of the Chicago 
Tribune, received the following questions from cne of his readers: 


Is canned spinach as effective to build blood as fresh? 
"2. Is it safe? 


"3. Is it easy to digest? 

"4- Is canned tomato soup nourishing? 
"5. Does it contain meat juice or milk? 
Could one give a child the juice of canned tomatoes safely?" 


Evans replied: 


Yes. 


"2. If it has been thoroughly heated both before being canned and 
just vefore being served. 


"3. Yes. 
"4. Yes. 

"5. Recipes for tomato soup call for milk. 

"6. Yes." 
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